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BETHESDA, TYDU

A Bicentenary Survey
of the

History of Bethesda Baptist Church
Tydu

By ABDIEL LLEWELYN

AUTHOR'S NOTE

This brief survey has been written at a few months notice
with the help of the following : —

Documents and other Church records (often incomplete)
 preserved in the Bethesda safe.
The History of Bethesda (up to 1910) kept in the
    Monmouthshire Baptist Association safe.
Circular Letters of the South-west Wales, and the
 Monmouthshire Baptist Associations.
Books of early Welsh Baptist History by such writers as

Joshua Thomas and David Jones.
 Various other historical works of a general character.
 Particular items of information supplied by local residents.

I wish to express my warm thanks to Dr. Thos. Richards, Librari-
an, University College, Bangor; Dr. E. K. Jones, Wrexham; Mr.
Granville Llewellyn, Rogerstone; Rev. Ivor Evans, Blaenau Gwent;
Rev. E. T. Samuel, Abertillery; Rev. Richard Rees, Pontypool; and
others who helped to supply the above material; also to my wife
for valuable help in copying and checking references and in
dealing with the material from Welsh sources.

ABDIEL LLEWELYN.
September, 1942
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PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION 2017
     This edition of the history of Bethesda Baptist Church
Rogerstone is being updated as part of the 275 Celebra-
tions of worship and witness of the church The original
editions of the history were written by Abdiel Llewelyn
and Dorothy Bailey
     This edition reflects many changes in Rogerstone over
the last twenty five years and includes the building of a
new church which replaced the old one in 1996.
     It carries on in a similar style from the original charting
the main changes in church life as Bethesda continues to
make an impact in the life of the community
Delyth Stephens
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BACK TO THE BEGINNING

I N this bicentenary year " Bethesda, Tydu " will be
greeted as a venerable mother church. Since its opening
in 1742 there have been six generations of worshippers

attending the Chapel. These generations, overlapping and
intertwined, have come from the spinning-wheel of time in one
continuous cord of life.

Let us try to picture ourselves at the beginning instead of at
the end of these two hundred years. To do so we shall have to
pass backwards, in imagination, through the reigns of nine
British monarchs, so that, naturally, we shall find things quite
different from what they are now.

All around the little village of Tydu are fields, woods and
unenclosed spaces, dotted here and there with farmhouses,
barns and cottages, these latter clustering together here and there
to form smaller communities. Even Newport a few miles away is
little more than a large village. The air, untroubled by the throb of
aeroplane engines, is also as yet free from the smoke and din of
mines, works and factories. There is no railway, of course, and on
the roads, then mere rocky lanes, there are no 'buses, cars or
bicycles, but chiefly pedestrians, people on horseback, and pack
horses or mules carrying goods; for these roads "full of hugeous
stones as big as one's horse and abominable holes," as one writer
of the time puts it, were dangerous even for carriages, carts and
waggons. The people were mostly farmers—especially sheep farm-
ers—yeomen, and labourers; a few were blacksmiths; others
specialised in sheep-shearing, while in some of the houses the
wool was spun into yarn and taken to the primitive hand-looms
to be woven into coarse but serviceable cloth. This, in turn, was
made up into clothes by tailors who often went from house to
house to do the work. The houses were in the main small stone
cottages often whitewashed—inside as well as outside. The
chief landmark was the parish church at Bassaleg, and before
Bethesda was built, it was the only place of worship in the district.
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THE WEAVERS — GENTLEMEN, ALL
How, then, came Bethesda Chapel to be built? For answer let

us go to the house of John Giles, a weaver in this ecclesiastical parish
of Bassaleg, on the eleventh day of July, 1741. John Giles has left his
weaving, for he and Margaret, his wife, have that day some business to
transact with William Harry, a yeoman of the same district. They are
making over to him, for ten pounds ten shillings under a 990 years'
lease with the yearly rent of " one pepper corne, if the same shall be
lawfully demanded," an old building in a small plot of ground
situated at Cefn, Tydu, on the road from Newport to Risca. Formerly
a dwelling house, this building had lately been used as a barn by a
widow named Mary Rees who had been paying them twelve shillings a
year in rent for it.

The two parties having assembled, together with the solicitor and
witnesses, and everything being settled, John Giles signs his name. His
wife, being unable to write, as was commonly the case in those days,
makes her mark. Then the witnesses sign. Joan Rice, a widow of the
parish of Llanvihangell-y-Vedw, Glamorganshire, was another joint-
owner of the property and she, it seems, made her mark on a separate
occasion with other witnesses. The transaction is complete and all
seems quite ordinary.

Nine days later ,  however,  there is  a  suggestion of  mystery; for
now our good yeoman, William Harry, is in turn surrendering the barn
on the same terms, in trust, to a group of five men. We notice, too, on
this second lease a quaint phrase which deepens the mystery, especial-
ly as a similar phrase had occurred in the first document. William Harry,
we read, makes over the barn, "with yards, curtilages, etc., to be used for
such purposes as they shall direct and appoint " .. . for £10 1 Os Od ..
. "and also for divers other 'ood and valuable causes him thereunto
especially moving." Then, too, at first sight the names of the five men are
puzzling. This is how they appear on the lease : —

Miles Harry, of the parish of Trevethin, gentleman,
Roger David, of the parish of Trevethin, gentleman,
William Phillip, of the parish of Bassaleg, smith,
Morgan Harry, of the parish of Bedwellty, gentleman,
Griffith Jones, of the parish of Bedwellty, gentleman.
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What, then, are these " good and valuable causes "? Who are these
four " gentlemen "? Who is the blacksmith? The answers hang together
and are bound up with the story of the earliest Baptist activity in
Monmouthshire.

John Giles was not the only weaver who took part in that
transaction : William Harry, too, and William Phillip, not to speak of
the four others, had been weaving in their resolute, dissenting minds,
the pattern of things to come at Cefn, Tydu; for the four gentlemen were
preachers of the gospel—three of them in the pioneer Baptist Churches
of Monmouthshire, and the other in a Baptist Church just over the
border. Llanwenarth Baptist Church, near Abergavenny, claims 1650 as
the date of its foundation, and Blaenau Gwent 1660; while Hengoed,
which was closely associated with them, also gives 1650 as the year
when the Baptist cause first started there. These three churches were
strong and aggressive in spirit, and were eager to form other Baptist
causes in the districts around them.

Their first step was to establish preaching centres and to share in the work
of visiting them as often as possible, converts being baptized and attached to
the most convenient of the three churches.

While there is some evidence that William Wroth, the dissenting
Vicar of Llanvaches, visited the neighbourhood in the years following
his separation from the Established Church in 1638, the first Baptist
preaching in the Tydu and Castleton area took place about the year 1700.
The farms, cottages and barns of the neighbourhood were used for the
services, the house of Thomas Anthony of Castleton being mentioned as
one of these early preaching stations.

Llanwenarth was the pioneer church in this neighbourhood. Its
second pastor, roshua James, ably supported by his assistants, Wil-
liam Meredith and Timothy Lewis often came to preach here. Nimble-
footed William Meredith, for instance, would step out briskly from
Llanwenarth on Sunday morning, reach Castleton, over twenty miles
away, in time for a midday service, and sometimes preach elsewhere
before returning to Llanwenarth the same day.

Still, even for him the task was arduous, and Llanwenarth decided to
enlist the help of the two other Churches which were nearer to the
district concerned. From Blaenau Gwent came William Phillips, who
had superintended the building
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of the first chapel in 1715, and from Hengoed, its celebrated minister,
Morgan Griffiths. These five men arranged between them a rota of
fortnightly visits to Castleton and district throughout the year. Later
they managed to get an ordinary service held there every Sunday, and
a Communion service once a month. They were encouraged to go on
with this work because in 1710 there had been about ten converts who
had joined the Llanwenarth Church. The services now were often held
in a farm house called Ty'n-y-pwll about two miles from Castleton in
the direction of Newport, and converts were baptized near by.

Now we come to our four " gentlemen." In 1741 Roger David
represented Llanwenarth on these preaching visits. He was a member and
Assistant Pastor there, but he had lived at a farm called Gwaelod-y-
waun, near Hengoed, so that he was within easier reach of Castleton.

Morgan Harry was now Chief Pastor (with Thomas Edwards, father
of the celebrated Miles Edwards of Trosnant, as his assistant) at
Blaenau Gwent, his father John Harry having died in 1737, and
William Phillips since 1730.

Griffith Jones was the successor of Morgan Griffiths at Hengoed,
the latter having died in 1738. Many from the Castleton and Tydu
area were members of his church.

Miles Harry,  a native of Tredegar, had been converted and
baptized with forty-eight others during a Revival in Blaenau Gwent
Church in 1724; he had commenced to preach two years later in the
Castleton and Tydu district; and in 1729 had gone to Pen-y-garn,
Pontypool, where he was ordained as its first minister. After going
there to live in 1736 he gave himself wholeheartedly to home-mission
work, opening up preaching centres in Goytre, Glascoed, Ponthir,
Henllys and Risca, in addition to the work he had already begun round
about Tydu and Castleton. Latterly it was he who had, with the help
of young men being trained at the Trosnant Seminary, borne the
brunt of the work in the last-mentioned district. By 1741 he had made
many converts here, and they had joined his church at Pen-y-garn.

There were now many Baptist believers in this district, and it was
only natural that they should want a place of
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worship of their own. The question of a site at first gave trouble. Castleton, for
instance, had a strong claim to the proposed chapel on the ground of prior
Baptist activity there. In the end, however, Tydu was chosen as the most central
and convenient place.

THE BARN BECOMES A CHAPEL

In 1741 they decided to go forward with the work, and that, of course, is
where the barn comes in; for in a later document we read that the barn " hath
long since been converted into and used as a Meeting-House or place for the
assembling together of a congregation of Protestant Dissenters for the worship
of Almighty God and the exercises of religion "; and a still later document adds
the words-----"of the denomination of Particular or Calvinistic Baptists."

How pleased they must have been when the sounds of hammer, trowel and
saw proclaimed that the conversion of the barn was in full swing. Thanks to
kind hearts and willing hands, much of the material and of the labour were
given free, so that the building, which was opened for worship in 1742, cost
only about £150.

These five men—four Baptist ministers and a sturdy blacksmith in the
middle—had become the first trustees of Bethesda Chapel. Eight times have
Trustees been appointed here, sixty-one men in all having held the office
during the two hundred years. But never, surely was a more interesting or more
worthy body of men chosen than the five who held the office on this first
occasion.

So the barn of a weaver was converted into a sanctuary, and it has been
concerned with conversion ever since.

BETHESDA - THE HOUSE OF MERCY

Why was this name chosen? Perhaps because the worshippers
were full of gratitude to God for His mercy in delivering them
from the persecution which Queen Anne had been preparing to
renew just before her death in 1714.
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This note of thanksgiving comes out repeatedly in the Associa-
tion Meetings of that time. The rejoicing among the Baptists in
Tydu would be the greater because not only would they now be able
to worship God in their own way, but they would be able to do so in
their own language; for the services in Bassaleg Parish Church were
conducted in English, whereas they were Welsh.

Let us never forget that the early Baptists of Monmouthshire had,
especially under Charles II. and James II., suffered cruel persecu-
tion because of their beliefs. They chose to be dragged into a
repulsive prison rather than be dragooned into a repellent church.
Freedom of worship was as the breath of life to them. In order to
enjoy it some of them crossed the Atlantic and made their homes in
America. Among those we find one of our Trustees, Griffith Jones,
who died there in 1754. Roger David and Morgan Harry also being
dead by that date, only Miles Harry was left of the four ministers,
so three other men had to be chosen to make the number of Trustees
up to five.

ON PROBATION
The worshippers at Bethesda were from the first a true Church in the

deepest sense of the word—in the sense in which Ignatius used the
term, for example, when he said, " Where Christ is, there also is the Church."
But they were not at once formally constituted into a Church. Perhaps the Trustees
felt that there should be a period of probation.

The general oversight of the cause was, as might be expected, left for
a time to Miles Harry of Pen-y-garn, the pulpit being supplied from
several sources. One of the preachers was Rees Jones, who had married
the widow who lived at Ty'n-y-pwll Farm near Castleton. He had left his
Church at Pen-y-fai and had gone to live at the farm with her. Another
was a young Hengoed preacher named William Phillips. In a few years,
unfortunately, both these men were " silenced " as preachers of the gospel.

Shortly after this the worshippers at Bethesda decided, after much
prayer and deliberation, to form themselves into a regular Church and to
choose a Pastor to lead them. Accordingly, on February 3rd, 1747, the
seventy-seven members-26 in membership at Pen-y-garn, 21 at Hengoed,

8
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and 30 as yet unattached to any Church were duly formed into
a separate Church " to meet at Bethesda Meeting-House," as Evan
Phillips puts it in his short sketch written in 1837, " as ever
afterwards, by the Lord's permission they have continued to do."

THE FIRST PASTOR

The matter of finding a suitable person to be their Pastor was
not so easy, but at last their efforts were successful. Rev. Evan
David, of Llangloffan, in Pembrokeshire, responded to their
call and became their first ordained minister in August, 1751. At
his recognition service Rev. Miles Harry, of Penygarn, gave the
charge to the Church, preaching from the text, " And we beseech
you brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are
over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem them
very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among
yourselves "—I Thessalonians, Chap. 5, verses 12 and 13. The
charge to the minister was given by Rev. Edmund Watkins, of
Llangwm, who took as his text, the familiar words in Romans,
Chap. I., verse 16 : —" For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth, to the Jew first, and also to the Greek "—Two very
appropriate themes, it will be agreed.

Starting from this point we may divide the history of the Church
into three main sections : —

First, there is the time of growth and expansion; next comes
a period of crisis and transition; and lastly a time of new growth
and expansion under new conditions, ending, however, with more
than a suggestion of new crisis.

The first of these periods covers over a century and coincides
roughly with the first four long, overlapping pastorates. During the
second, which lasted only about a quarter of a century there were
four short, disconnected pastorates with short gaps between
them. In the third section, too, the pastorates are disconnected,
the first three being fairly long. The fourth is, of course, still in
progress.
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APPROVED — AND MORE
Evan David had by no means an easy task. His members numbered

only seventy-seven, but they were widely scattered. Since it was
difficult for them, especially the older ones, to attend Bethesda regu-
larly, he felt it was his duty to go, or to send someone else, to them as
often as possible. In other words, he felt that the work of the preaching
centres must go on.

He himself would preach at Bethesda on Sunday morning and at
Castleton on Sunday evening. On Sunday afternoons and week-nights
there were services to be held at Henllys, Machen, Risca, Michael-
stone-y-Vedw, Llanedern and Llysfaen (Lisvane). All this could not be
done by him alone, and we read of valuable help being given by
assistant preachers.

One of them was Miles Edwards, of Pen-y-garn, already mentioned.
He came to Bethesda with three others owing to some trouble in their
Church, but returned to Pontypool in 1776 to start the cause at the
Wern (later, Upper Trosnant).

Another splendid helper was modest Thomas Moses of Abercarn,
who was baptized at Pen-y-garn, and was a member there until 1773.•
He then joined Caerleon Church, remaining there until 1776, and then
went with Miles Edwards to the Wern. With the help of these and other
men Rev. Evan David did a noble work among the farmers, yeomen,
labourers, smiths, etc., who lived in his district.

We can imagine them arriving from all directions, particularly on
special occasions, such as the Association Meeting held at Bethesda in
1755, or a Harvest Festival. How proud they would be to receive their
first Association guests and how real the Harvest Thanksgiving must
have been with so many landworkers meeting in a converted barn!

The singing must have been most enthusiastic, whatever of its
technique, for we read time after time in the Association Reports a
little later—in 1791 and 1792, for example"Molianwyd yr Arglwydd
"—not " The congregation sang a hymn," but " The Lord was praised."

Many would come to these services on horseback and put
their horses in the Chapel Stable, now used as a tool shed, etc., and
called  " The Stable " as late as 1877. The mounting steps were also
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to be seen near the Vestry wall until comparatively recently.
Then, to the evening services would come many carrying lanterns,
which would be left in the lobby during the service; and as they
were being carried on the way home, we can picture them as points
of light moving in various directions along the lanes, through the fields
and over the hills.

As he moves in and out among his rural membership, Evan
David gives an impression of strength combined with sweetness.
Massive in his simplicity, he showed that a tender heart is not
incompatible with a strong back-bone; and that a man may be loyal
to Dissent without being a lover of dissension.

The old historians speak of him as a man of striking appear-
ance, excellent character, and a loving spirit, a man whose
teaching was pure and full of love. On the memorial tablet above
the pulpit he is described as a man " full of faith and of the
Holy Ghost."

By 1782 he had baptized 105 believers. His eyesight was failing
badly, yet he struggled on, bent on doing all he could for the glory of
God and the salvation of men. At the same time he kept looking out
for some vigorous young man to join him as a fully-ordained assist-
ant who would take his place when he died.

At last the right man came along in the person of John Hier,
a young man from Llangloffan, Pembrokeshire, Evan David's
own home. It seems that his first visit to Bethesda was arranged
by a Mrs. Blanche Williams who met him when, as a student
in Bristol College, he was crossing the Bristol Channel on his
way home for the holidays. Other visits followed, and the mutual
attachment which was formed between him and the Church, led to
his ordination as Evan David's assistant in May, 1787. The old
man was now at peace and his life on earth ended the follow-
ing year. He had often felt dissatisfied, we are told, with the results
of his labours, and he grieved that he had not been more useful.
It is true, that the membership at Bethesda was about the same
as when he started. But there were reasons for that : many had
died; some had joined Caerleon Church on its formation in 1771;
while others had gone to Pontypool.

Evan David—his mark.—The last vivid glimpse we have of him
is on the occasion of the appointment of new Trustees in 1785.
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Brave, blind old Evan David, now 77 years of age ! We picture him
groping his way, or perhaps being gently led, to the table to sign the
document as he had done on two occasions before, in 1763 and in 1777.
This time, however, unable to write his name, he makes his mark. He has
signified that he is still willing to share in the trusteeship of the little
Chapel which he has learnt to love.

During his long ministry Bethesda Church had become widely known
and respected in the South-West Wales Baptist Association. It had taken
deep root, and from its vigorous stem a number of healthy branches were
already beginning to grow. To the Church, as to its first pastor, we might
well apply the words " Approved of God."

NEW FIELDS, NEW BARNS

John Hier, now in sole charge, proceeded vigorously with the work so
well begun by Evan David. During many years of his ministry he lived
at Castleton where he kept a shop. Quite naturally, therefore, reversing
Evan David's order, he arranged to preach at Castleton on Sunday
morning and at Bethesda in the evening. He, too, spent much time and
thought in providing for the needs of the outlying districts. Many were
baptized in Henllys, Castleton, Llysfaen (Lis-vane) and Mynyddislwyn.

The Branches were now growing strong and healthy. It was time for
some of them to be severed from the parent tree and to be planted so that
they might take root for themselves. This took place first at Llysfaen,
where a Meeting-House was built in 1792. In 1804 another chapel was
built, this time at Castleton, where the Baptist cause had been alive and
vigorous since the days of Thomas Anthony over a century before.
Between these two important events came the enlargement of Bethesda
Chapel itself in 1795.

Llysfaen (Lisvane), being the first Branch cause of Bethesda to have a
chapel of its own, deserves more detailed notice.

One of John Hier's faithful helpers at Bethesda was Harry Rees, one of
his deacons. In 1782 Harry Rees went to live near Llysfaen, and immedi-
ately sought to continue there the work of preaching and spreading Baptist
Principles.
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The Wesley movement, which had begun a few years before Bethesda was
built, was now in full swing, and the Wesleyan, as well as the Calvinistic
Methodists had done some pioneer work at Llysfaen; but there was no
Baptist activity in the neighbourhood. Harry Rees first used his own house
for worship and preaching. Then he induced others to give their houses for
the same purpose.

After a time he had a little body of converts including his own son and two
daughters. He received help from the neighbouring Church of Peters `one,
and also from Bethesda. Needless to say John Hier himself was a whole-
hearted supporter of the enterprise, and it prospered so greatly that in 1789
steps were taken to provide a regular place of worship.

It was decided that two cottages (called " The Fair Oak " because of their
nearness to a large oak tree) could very well be converted into a suitable
Meeting House. At first there was difficulty with the landlord, but eventually
a good friend, Mr. Isaac Thomas, of Maerdy, bought the land and leased it
to Harry Rees and his Baptist friends for 999 years at a rental of one shilling
per annum. The cottages were converted as planned, and in 1792 Llysfaen
Baptist Chapel was ready for use—another conversion. It remained a Branch
attached to Bethesda until 1831 when, with a membership of 116, it became
a separate Church.

It is interesting to note that the year of the opening of this chapel coincides
with that of the formation of the Baptist Missionary Society at Kettering. We
might do well to link together in our thoughts during these celebrations the
little missionary effort at Llysfaen and the great missionary enterprise of our
beloved Society.

As may be imagined the growing responsibility and burden of the pastorate
pressed heavily on John Hier; so, after the chapel at. Castleton had been built
in 1804, he began to look around for a suitable assistant. His need of help was
the more urgent, becrause of changes that had been taking place in the social
and industrial conditions of the neighbourhood. Even in Evan David's minis-
try the first suggestions were seen—the shortage of charcoal for smelting
iron, for instance, and the discovery, about 1760, that pit coal could be made
to serve instead; the invention of the steam engine nine years later, and other
things of a similar nature.
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Now had come greater changes still. Between 1792 and 1798 the Mon-
mouthshire Canal had been constructed. In 1796 both the Canal and the
Sirhowy tramroad (with horse-drawn trams, by the way) were allowed to
carry coal free of duty. This meant much to Bethesda, as the barges plying up
and down the Canal passed very close to this Chapel and brought new
employment to the district. (In 1798, for example, they carried thousands of
tons of coal and pig-iron to Newport). The canal, in fact, has been closely
connected with Bethesda ever since. We think of old William Jones who, in
his quaint diary, mingles with delightful naivety entries concerning barges,
business transactions, intimate domestic events and attendance at Bethesda
Chapel. Then, of course, there were Henry Bailey the Locks, with his giant
frame and his gentle voice, the Roberts family and others. And who can forget
(of those who experienced them) the trips in those barges on Whit-Monday?
They gave as much thrill as a trip to Weston. But, to return to the serious side,
these new industries connected with coal, iron, and transport, brought their
problems, as we shall see later, even to the village of Tydu and to Bethesda
Church.

Meanwhile, John Hier had found his assistant. A young man named James
Edmunds living in Bragdy Farm, Llanedern, near Llysfaen, had already been
active in the new Chapel there, and in 1804 he was induced to commence
preaching at Bethesda. Two years later he was ordained as John Hier's
assistant—the starting point of a most successful partnership, for such it really
was.

A DOUGHTY PARTNERSHIP
James Edmunds was a corn merchant and maltster in Caerphilly,

so that, like John Hier, and many other preachers in those early days,
he did not depend on his ministerial stipend for a living. As a matter of
fact, according to an entry in an old account book, his salary for the year
ending May 1st, 1837, was £17. He was a good preacher, both in Welsh and in
English. It was his facility as an English preacher that enabled him to take
no mean share in the establishment of the first English Baptist Church
in Cardiff—now Bethany Chapel.
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For about a quarter of a century these two men, a veritable David and
Jonathan of the Bethesda pulpit, worked together in happy comradeship,
and achieved remarkable results. In that time new causes were started, and
chapels built, in Newport (Charles Street), Risca (Moriah), Machen (Si-
loam) and Bassaleg (Bethel). Through Llysfaen, also, a cause was started
at Wauntreoda, Whitchurch (Ararat). (See page 31).

In 1825 when the last of these chapels had been built, making seven in
all, John Hier, who was now growing old, gave up his business in Castle-
ton and came to live nearer the Chapel. Two years afterwards, possibly
because of his removal, a Sunday School was formed at Bethesda.

By 1831 there was only one Trustee left alive from the 1785
appointment, so a new selection was made and this time under
different conditions. Fifteen or more were to be elected, not five as
had been the case previously. The document recording the assign-
ment of the Bethesda property to the new Trustees has been well
thumbed, as it contains a statement of doctrine, and rules and
regulations concerning the conduct of business at Bethesda. The
Trustees this time consisted of five farmers, two yeomen, four
labourers, a miller. a mason, a shearer, and a bar-iron roller-man.
Tydu already had a " works."

John Hier had now become very heavy and almost helpless in body;
but his spirit was still strong. One evening we see him setting out for
the last time to attend a week-night meeting at Bethesda. It is a wild
night, and as he battles slowly and painfully along, suddenly he
gives a lurch and falls heavily on his shoulder, dislocating it.

He was taken into the house where his son, who was a doctor,
and others, did all they could for him; but the shock had been too
great for his system, and on April 15th, 1833, he passed away.

In the Monmouthshire Baptist Association meetings which
took place the following month at Bethesda—the second year of
the Association's history—his loss was publicly deplored and high
tribute paid to his noble life and high achievements. On the Bethes-
da memorial tablet he is called " a zealous, faithful, and one of the
most affectionate and prosperous ministers of his age." In his
great work at Bethesda and in the districts round about he had baptized
and received into membership over 500 converts.
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Now James Edmunds was left alone at Bethesda, very sad at the loss
of his dear comrade, but still bravely intent on continuing the great
work which they had shared so happily.

Very wisely he and the Church decided to keep up the method of
overlapping ministries. In 1836 Rev. Timothy Thomas, of Rhuddlan,
Flintshire, consented to become co • pastor with James Edmunds. He ,
had visited the Church the year before when on a tour raising money
to clear the debt on Rhuddlan Chapel.

When Timothy Thomas arrived early in the year, he found a Church
that had grown from 77 to 200 members. The Sunday School, too, was
quietly developing, there being now 80 Sunday School scholars at
Bethesda and 60 at Zoar, the chapel which had been built that very year
in Henllys.

The new minister, tall and striking in appearance, had a pleasant voice
and a fluent style. Before long he was much in demand as a preacher,
and became a popular figure at Association meetings. Happily he and
James Edmunds found much in common, and the new partnership
resuled in further developments. Soon after it began a new house was
built for Rev. Timothy Thomas. Then, in 1843 the chapel was re-built
on a larger scale. As in the first case the cost, which was £600, was
.greatly reduced by gifts of material and labour. The enterprise may have
been proposed in 1842 as an effort to celebrate the Chapel Centenary.
Five years after the new building was ready, the debt had been cleared.

About the same time roughly a quarter of an acre of ground—the
kind gift of Sir Thomas Phillips, of Newport—was added to the graveyard.

In 1844, much to the satisfaction of James Edmunds, no doubt, Zoar,
Henllys, was formed into a separate Church, thus completing the great
work of extension undertaken by John Hier and himself. All the eight causes
now had chapels of their own and had been constituted into independent
Churches.

years later, in September, 1850, James Edmunds, then seventy years of
age, died suddenly of heart trouble.

He had been as successful in business as in the ministry, and he left £50
in his will to Bethesda Church. He was buried in Llysfaen where his
Christian life had begun and where he had started to preach.
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The following year the Monmouthshire Baptist Association Meetings
were once more held at Bethesda. Just as, James Edmunds had been
in the chair in 1833 at Bethesda to hear the tribute of the Association
to the memory of his colleague, John flier, so now in 1851, Rev.
Timothy Thomas was in the chair to hear similar tributes being
paid to James Edmunds. " An acceptable and useful minister," he
was called, " who left a good name behind him." The tablet in
Bethesda speaks of him as " an eminent man of God," whose
" amiable temper, sound judgement, and holy conversation endeared
him to all who knew him."

This Association meeting was evidently a red-letter occasion in the
history of Bethesda. The Circular Letter states that it was one of the
most successful since the foundation of the Association in 1832. The
weather was favourable, making it possible to have two services in
the field; there were huge congregations; and the preaching was on
a high level. For miles around, the people had been whitewashing
and cleaning their houses, and preparing in other ways to welcome
their guests. Rev. Timothy Thomas's address from the chair was
accepted as the Circular Letter to the Churches.

Pausing a moment at this memorable point in the history of
Bethesda—the centenary of the pastorate, we cannot help wondering
how far it had justified its existence—and its name.

Bethesda—The House of Mercy;
Tydu—The Black House, or the House of Gloom; Do
those meanings fit the circumstances?

Of the " Tydu "—the blackness, and the gloom—there can be
little doubt.

Before John Hier died in 1833 coal was being conveyed from
Tredegar to Newport, first in horse-drawn trams and, by 1829, in
trucks drawn by a steam locomotive. By 1840, when James
Edmunds and John Hier were joint Pastors, Sir Thomas Phillips
of Newport tells us that " large quantities of coal were being
produced in Monmouthshire and exported from Newport." During
James Edmunds's pastorate, too, we note that the population of
Monmouthshire more than doubled itself.
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 So far so good, but in 1830 we read of 370 inhabitants of
Bassaleg being summoned as Special Constables to help to quell
the growing disorder among workers. Then, in 1839, came the
Chartist Riots—the desperate climax of a long and fruitless agitation
against shameless injustice. Some of the elements in this injustice
were, of course, low wages, coupled with high prices of essential
commodities; exploitation of women and children in the mines
and factories; disgraceful housing conditions; and a shameless
neglect of the education of working class children.

The spirit of rebellion against these social wrongs was highly
praiseworthy even though its riotous expression was imprudent and
even criminal.

Indeed, Evan J. Jones, M.A. (in "Some Contributions to the
Economic History of Wales ", page 97) claims that the Riots " must
be ascribed in part to the Sunday Schools and those who worked for
the enlightenment of the workers."

This picture of gloom is borne out in the 1847 " Report of the
Commissioners of Enquiry into the State of Education in Wales."
It tells of the " lawless ", " unsettled", and even " dissolute "
character of many of the people who moved into Monmouthshire
to work in the mines and works; of the deliberate encouragement by
the employers of intemperate habits in their workers; of the com-
plete disregard of the Companies for " comfort, health or decency
" in their provision of houses. Now, what of the other name,
Bethesda? Had the Church been an agent as well as a recipient
of mercy? Had it done anything to carry out that programme
of mercy with which our Lord associated Himself so closely on
that memorable day in the synagogue at Nazareth--Luke, Chap 4,
verses 16 to 21—to preach and live a gospel of love and mercy
in a world made gloomy by sin and suffering? Was social
salvation emphasized as well as personal salvation? The writer
could not find much evidence on this matter in the ordinary records.
In Principal Thomas Thomas's Circular Letter of 1847 dealing
with the duties of Christian citizens, it is true, we find some
stirring words urging the people to take a living interest in social
and political matters and to express themselves in the polling booths.

In any case, it must be confessed that neither Bethesda Church,
nor all the churches of all the denominations together,
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in spite of the Revival of personal religion at the time, were able
to prevent the appearance of these dark blots on the page of our civil
life. We must never forget, however, that they sowed the seeds of a
divine discontent which grew into an ever stronger and more insistent
protest against the evils concerned.

But what of Bethesda and other Dissenting Churches in the
matter of delivering the people from the bondage of ignorance and
superstition? Here there is tangible evidence.

The writer of the Government Report already mentioned, uses these
words after deploring the lack of secular education in the county : " I
repeat my conviction that the little religious knowledge existing
among the people is greatly owing to the Dissenting Sunday
Schools." " Dissent has firm hold on the affections of the people."
He added that he was not disparaging the work of the Established
Church in this matter, Dissenters themselves having admitted the
activity and usefulness of the Church Schools.

In the parish of Bassaleg (which included Tydu) in 1847, out of a
population of 1,731 there were 158 attending some kind of Day
Schools, 101 attending Church Sunday Schools, and 240, Dissenting
Sunday Schools, which, of course, included Bethesda.

CRISIS

From 1851 things went smoothly for Rev. Timoliy Thomas,
who was now its sole Pastor, until the summer of 1864, when the
language question gave trouble. The position by then was almost
the reverse of what it had been when the Chapel was built. With
the arrival in the district of large numbers of tin-workers, iron-work-
ers, and railwaymen, from various parts of England, more and more
of the members and congregation at Bethesda were English-speaking
and, naturally, they wanted the services in English.

Unfortunately, the matter caused friction between the Pastor and
many of his congregation—with the result that he resigned and left
the neighbourhood the following year for the Welsh Church at
Canton, Cardiff. Thus tragically, was broken a connection that had
been both happy and fruitful.
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From 1840 to 1864 he had received 347 into the Church by baptism,
and 151 by restoration and letter. When he left there were 241 members,
180 Sunday School scholars and 37 teachers.

TRANSITION

The brevity of each of the next four pastorates which occupied just
twenty-four years in all, may, perhaps, reflect something of the uncer-
tainty and difficulty of this period of transition. Would things have been
better if the system of overlapping minis'ries had been continued?
We do not know, but in any case, neither of the four men, all with their
good qualities, could settle down for long in the Church.

Rev. David Bowen Edwards was the first of the four. He came in 1866
from Watergate Chapel, Brecon—his furniture conveyed by barge on the
canal; for the Breconshire Canal had been commenced in 1793 and
completed so as to join the Monmouthshire Canal some years later.

He made a good impression both by his likable nature, hidden
though it was, to some, behind the stern dignity of his appearance, and
also by the solid worth of his preaching. But the quiet congregation in the
little chapel by the Honddu had too great a hold on him, and in two years
his furniture was again in the barge, and Watergate claimed him once
more.

In this year we notice that a bill of £225 was paid, for a new vestry
and fence walls, while in the following year over £29 was spent on the
gallery.

Some idea of the lighting arrangements at this time will be obtained
from the knowledge that in 1865 three brass candlesticks were pur-
chased for 5s. and in 1867 the sum of £4 9s 51{1. was spent on " candles
and lamp oil."

Rev. D. B. Edwards's place was filled in 1869 by Rev. John
Thomas, a native of Breconshire, and brother of the late Rev. Thomas
Thomas, of Bethany, Risca. He came from Moriah, Dowlais. His
gospel messages, directed with warmth and eloquence straight at the
heart of his hearers, made a deep impression, which was reflected in an
increased membership.
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In six years' time, however, he, too, had gone. Tabernacle, Carmarth-
en, had claimed him—and it kept him during a happy pastorate which
ended only with his death in 1891.

During this short ministry the new vestry came in for some attention.
In 1869 it was fitted with two new chandeliers, and the following
year with a stove.

In 1872 the matter of Trustees came up once more—only one
Trustee named David Davies surviving from the 1831 appointment.
Sixteen new men were chosen this time, making seventeen in all.
Among them were men who are remembered even to-day as some of
the great characters of Bethesda—Thomas William Rhys, the
schoolmaster, Benjamin William4, Ephraim Williams, William
John, Castle Farm, William Russell, the blacksmith, Samuel
Llewellyn, the tailor, and others. They included two labourers,
three tailors, three farmers, one tin-plate pickier, one schoolmaster,
one roller, one tinman, two blacksmith, one doubler, one engine-
driver and one inn-keeper.

They seem to have been men of consecrated common sense and
the material affairs of the Church appear to have been well admin-
isfered by them. One cannot help admiring their bright idea of using
the latest addition to the graveyard, until wanted for burials, as a kind
of Bethesda allotment, the proceeds going to the Church funds. It
was at least a reminder of our close association with Mother Earth,
which gives nourishment to the body during life, and provides decent
covering for it after death.

Pew rents, too, were in vogue at this time—another source of
income.

If space permitted, much could be said of enthusiastic anniversaries,
with bread and cheese and " cwrw" consumed in the pews between
services; and of the excitement aroused when a harmonium was intro-
duced to help the singing.

The minister who followed Rev. John Thomas was a Radnorshire man
by the name of John Evans, who came here from Everton, Liverpool,
in 1876. The year before he came a new manse had been built, the old
one having been sold, and the graveyard further extended by the purchase
of another quarter of an acre of land from Sir Thomas Phillips. Rev. John
Evans did some good work here, especially as a preacher,
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but in his pas oral work there was not that close sympathy between him
and his people which means so much to a pastorate. In 1881 he left
for Ebenezer, Llantarnam.

The period of his ministry was marked by improved Day School
facilities in Tydu. In 1847 the Government Report mentions only the
Bassaleg Church School (established 1676) and various Dame
Schools. Five of these latter are mentioned, the mistresses being Mrs.
Williams, Mrs. Charles, Mrs. Cookson, Mrs. Morris and Mrs. Rosser,
the last two having been formed since 1827 and 1838 respectively.
Next came the Tin Works School which is mentioned in the 1860
Report. This in turn became the British School in the year 1871-
1872--that is, it was under the authority of the British and Foreign
School Society. The Headmaster was Thomas William Rhys, already
mentioned as a Trustee of Bethesda Church. He also became the first
Head of the Board School which was completed in February, 1877,
and he was also a very acceptable preacher.

The meetings of the School Board were held alternately at Bethesda
Vestry and Zoar Chapel, Henllys, and Rev. John Evans was the first
Chairman. Rev. William Owen, the last of the four Pastors of Bethesda in
the period, was also Chairman, and later, Rev. T. G. James.

William Owen's ministry began in 1882 and saw great changes in
the district. In 1886 the Castle Works was established and in 1887 was
ready for production. English industrial Rogerstone had swallowed up
Welsh rural Tydu.

William Owen's congregation was therefore very different from
Evan David's or John Hier's, and his problems were different. A
native of Caernarvonshire, he had been trained at Haverfordwest
College, and ordained in Waterford, Ireland. Removing to Keyn-
sham, Somersetshire, and in a few years' time to Hemel Hempstead
in Hertfordshire, he had come along to Bethesda—a truly varied
career.

He had the privilege of baptizing some converts and receiving them and
others into Church membership before he left in 1891 for Wells.

In this year the baptistry was constructed, baptisms having formerly
taken place in the river, which in the early days, of course, was clear
and unpolluted.
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A FULL "BARN"

The first Pastor in this last period in the history of Bethesda was Rev.
Thomas Gwynfab James, a vigorous young Cardiganshire man who came
here in 1892 from a successful opening pastorate at Glasbury and Penyrhe-
ol,   Breconshire. In the previous year, when Pastor-elect, he had performed
the first rite of Baptism in the new baptistry.

The new work under the new conditions was taken up energetically and
joyously by Mr. James. He established good relations with the deacons and
other leaders—some of them tried veterans—at the same time giving
special attention to the work among the children and the young people.
Without neglecting the visitation of the old, he provided for the happy
social life of the young. Sunday School and Temperance work received
special care. Easter Sunday anniversaries, Easter Monday concerts, Whit-
sun treats, and Christmas socials were arranged with an infectious enthusi-
asm. In this work among the children and young people he was fortunate
in having a band of able and willing helpers, among whom were Mr.
Artemas Llewellyn, who had succeeded Mr. T. W. Rhys as Headmaster at
Tydu Board School. Mr. Herbert Jones (Treasurer), Mr Charles Jones, Mr.
William Dowler (Secretary), Miss Rose Roberts (now Mrs. Edwin Jones,
of Wood Green, London), Miss Genie Bailey, Miss Clara John (now Mrs.
F. D. Lewis) and Miss Minnie Roberts (now Mrs. Morris).

Many who had drifted away from the Church came back, and many new
converts were made, so that both the Church and the Sunday School increased
steadily in number.

In 1900 the Chapel was remodelled and practically rebuilt and by the
enthusiastic efforts of members and congregation together with the help of
many kind friends outside the Church, the debt was soon removed. In this
year, too, new Trustees were appointed, the last appointment having taken
place in 1886, when John Samuel, Tydu, William Jones, Cefn, Thomas
Crum, Artemas Llewellyn, Edward Samuel and John Puffett had been some
of the new men. Now, in 1900, six new names were added, making a total
of fifteen. These six new Trustees were Charles Reynold Jones, George
William Whitcombe, John Powell, Henry Cornish—these being still
alive—and Richard Dowler and Henry Bailey who have since died. There
is also one Trustee, William Richards, latterly of Pontnewynydd, who still
survives from the 1886 appointment.
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This new group of Trustees, containing a steel worker, a fitter and a
platelayer will illustrate the change that had taken place in the character
of the population.

In 1904 came the Welsh Revival, and Bethesda was swept forward
on its flood to still greater prosperity. Many converts were made and
the majority of them remained faithful. Prayer meetings were full and
the singing became more hearty. Some of the favourite hymns were "
A debtor to mercy alone "; " Jesu, lover of my soul "; " Great God of
wonders. . " with its refrain which the bass used to roll so gloriously-

" Who is a pardoning God like Thee,
   Or who has grace so rich and free?"

The Welsh of this last hymn had also been a favourite in the old days.
Bethesda was felt to be a House of Mercy, and so the singing was sponta-
neous and hearty, for, quite naturally

" Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise."

As may be imagined this revival meant extension. In 1906 a plot of
ground in lower Rogerstone was given to the Church, rent-free, by Mr.
William Thomas, High Cross, for the purpose of building a Mission Hall
there. This was done and the Hall became very dear to the heart of Mr.
James. With great pleasure he would tell of the triumphs of grace wrought
within its walls.

Some of the loyal helpers at the Mission Hall were Moses Evans, Fred
Crisp, Edward Samuel, Fred D. Lewis, and Mark Roden, who was con-
versed there. Week-night preaching services—later also a Sunday night
service—and a Sunday School were held here, the latter being staffed from
Bethesda.

Another Branch of the Sunday School was held in a dwelling-house at
Tymelin, and in 1910 a plot of land was rented from Viscount Tredegar
with a view to the erection of a suitable school building there. This
unfortunately, was not done, and the land has now been relinquished.
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In the following year Viscount Tredegar gave about half an acre of land
to serve as an extension of the Burial Ground.

Meanwhile, in 1910, Rev. T. G. James, who had all along been deeply
interested in education, resigned from the pastorate to become Director of
Education for Monmouthshire.

In spite of his exacting work as Director and of his public service in other
directions, which brought him the Honorary Degree of M.A. in the Welsh
University, and the O.B.E. from the King, he remained in close touch with
Bethesda, as deacon and Sunday School teacher until his widely lamented
death in July, 1936

During his ministry he had received 379 into the Church by baptism and
120 by restoration and letter. The sanctuary had become a " barn " again,
filled with the sheaves of a spiritual harvesting. He was a good preacher
and also a good listener. With the warm heart of a Welshman, and the cool
head of an Englishman, he made an appeal to both elements in his congre-
gation. The unity which Evan David had brought to his small rural congre-
gation, T. G. James, had in great measure brought to his large industrial
congregation.
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A WAR-TIME MINISTRY
After an interval of two years, Rev. Owen Jones accepted the invitation

of the Church to become its Pastor. His previous charge had been Salem,
Barry. He was a warm-hearted lovable man, hailing from Pembrokeshire,
and he quickly won a place in the affections of his people.

In 1914 the Great War came, with all its trials and anxieties, and the
new Pastor proved a friend and brother to the many in need of encour-
agement and sympathy. In the pulpit he was full to overflowing with
his subject, and revelled in expounding it. Moreover, he had the neces-
sary qualities for doing so—an eloquent, forceful style and an earnest,
convincing manner.

He, too, was a lover of young people and the Monday evening
meeting, together with other Young People's organisations, continued to
flourish.

In 1920 he left for Maesteg and, after much suffering, to Ammanford.
Bethesda Church was privileged recently to send to Mr. Jones as he lay
ill at Ammanford, a token of its loving concern and esteem. Later the
sad news came that he had passed away. The Church will long remem-
ber his sanctified comradeship and inspired preaching.

THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT

The year 1921 was one of gloom and disillusion. The War had been
won, but here in the valleys of Monmouthshire and similar districts, with
their industrial disputes and strikes, it had never seemed clearer that the peace
was being lost.

In this critical year the eleventh Pastor of Bethesda, Rev. Ambrose Owen
Hopkins, took up his duties and responsibilities.

He had given up, in 1911, a very happy and successful ministry at High
Street, Abersychan, to undertake the unenviable task of restoring health
and vigour to the torn and troubled cause at Longcross Street, Cardiff. It
was a ventu re  o f  f a i t h  and  Mr .  Hopk ins  su s t a ined  by  tha t
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fa i th  worked on unt i l  he  succeeded.  Then,  h is  task  accom-
plished, he came to Bethesda in response to the unanimous call of
its members, feeling sure that it was also the call of God.

The Church quickly realized that he was a man of pronounced
views—that he had a horror of secularized religion, for example—
and that he was always prepared to be in the minority if conscience
demanded it.

His missionary zeal was shown, not only in his warm advoca-
cy of Foreign Missions, resulting in record offerings for the same,
but also in the open-air work, the Discipleship Campaign and other
forms of home-mission work which he undertook. His practice
accorded well with the dictum of another missionary enthusiast, "
If you are not a missionary where you are, it is no use trying to be
a missionary where you are not."

He was most anxious to continue the work at the Mission Hall.
First, Rev. Myrddin Jones and after him, Miss Nellie Lewis were
appointed to take charge. In connection with the Hall, too, he
started what proved to be a most successful Sisterhood with Mrs.
T. G. James as its President. His ministry is memorable for the
celebration of " Robert Raikes Sunday " in 1930 and for the
unveiling of the portraits of some of the former Pastors of the
Church.

Mr. Hopkins was very anxious to enlarge the premises and to
open up new fields of labour in the district. It was certainly not his
fault that this was not done.

During part of his ministry he suffered great bodily pain with
cheerful fortitude. His response to suffering in others was quick,
warm-hearted and practical.

In 1908, when in Abersychan, Mr. Hopkins had been made
President of the Monmouthshire English Baptist Association, and at
Blaenavon the following year he gave a fresh stimulating address on
the subject " Yesterday, to-day, and to-morrow."

His pastorate closed on his retirement from the regular ministry
on September 29th, 1935, the Church membership having been
splendidly sustained during the fourteen years which he spent
here. His consecrated intensity is still at the service of the churches
and of the Master he loves.

28
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NEW CRISIS?

During the next year the pastoral work was shared by Rev. T. G. James,
M.A., O.B.E., until his death, and Rev. Charles Rees, who was living here
in retirement.

Then, on September 17th, 1936, our present minister, Rev. Rowland
Rhys Jenkins, the twelfth in the long series, began his ministry. He had
previously ministered at Elkington Road Baptist Church, Burry Port,
where he had gone on leaving Cardiff Baptist College in 1933.

He is the son of " the eloquent preacher and much loved Pastor," the late
Rev. Rhys Jenkins, of Siloh, Tredegar. The son, like the father, is a man
of the pulpit, and his sermons have attracted good congregations ever
since his arrival. He is a man of strong democratic sympathies. Tenacious
of his own beliefs, he is tolerant of other people's. He stresses the need of
social salvation, but holds that it must have personal salvation as is basis.

Shortly after the opening of his ministry Brothers Fred D. Lewis and
Mark Roden were appointed to act jointly as Assistant Pastors at the
Mission Hall and steps have been taken to create a body of Elders.

On the material side an electric reed-organ has been installed in the
Chapel.

Mr. Jenkins, like Mr. Owen Jones, has been called upon to face war
conditions. Many of our young people have left for the Forces, and so the
ranks, especially of active workers, have been depleted. The Pastor has also
to contend with difficulties arising from the new spirit of the times—a
spirit that is impatient of tradition, and indifferent, if not hostile, to organ-
ised religion.

With the growth of numerous youth organisations and the appearance of
other attractive rivals, the Sunday School, here as elsewhere, under old
methods and under methods not so old, has suffered badly. It may be that
the new situation demands a new approach altogether.

Like the pioneers of two centuries ago we may have to break away from
the established order; and strike out along new paths.

We wish the Pastor—God speed in his difficult task.
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Much has necessarily been said about the twelve ministers of the
Church. Let us not forget, however, that their efforts would have been in
vain but for the patient loyalty of the six overlapping generations of
farmers, smiths, shopkeepers, railwaymen, tin-workers, rollers, labour-
ers, fitters, housewives, etc., who have worshipped, witnessed and
worked here through the years, and whose influence has been felt here
on earth, though it may have been recorded only in heaven.

Owing to the damage, and in some cases the total destruction, of
houses in the district in the late autumn of 1941, Bethesda Schoolroom
was used as a refuge centre for those rendered homeless. In other ways,
too, the Church has been able to do some li tle towards relieving the
suffering and privation caused through the War.

There can be no doubt of the "Tydu " in these days? We are in " the
ruins of a black civilization," as the Headmaster of Rugby put it recently.
What of the " Bethesda "?Is there sill any room for it?

This survey shall close with the writer's answer to that question—
As long as there are in this world both reptiles and rainbows, low

desires and holy impulses; as long as a man can sing sincerely,
" Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it Prone to
leave the God I LOVE,"

—in short, speaking in a figure, as long as the waters of the Ebbw are
sullied with grime and mud, and yet, high overhead the lark sings
sweetly in the light of dawn, so long will there be a place for a " Bethesda
" in life's " Tydu."
worship of their own. The question of a site at first gave trouble.
Castleton, for instance, had a strong claim to the proposed chapel on the
ground of prior Baptist activity there. In the end, however, Tydu was
chosen as the most central and convenient place.
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1942 — 1984
When the bicentenary services were being held in 1942 there

seemed little to celebrate in the life of the nation. We were still in the
throes of the second World War, and there were many members of
the church serving in the armed forces. The Northern Aluminium
Company Works, which now occupied the Castle Works site, was of
national importance, and vital to the war effort. Air raids were
frequent, and many homes in the area were damaged by bombs.

During these difficult years the church at Bethesda kept in contact
with the members and adherents in the forces by sending them news-
letters and gifts; while the faith of those at home was sustained by the
eloquent sermons of Rev. Rowland Jenkins.

In 1943 the Mission Hall, which had been closed as a result of
the war, was re-opened. At first only Sunday School was held, but
during the next year Mrs. E. Gregory, formerly Miss Nellie Lewis,
was appointed to officiate at Sunday evening services. She served the
cause for eighteen months, during which time Sisterhood meetings
were recommenced.

In December 1945, after a ministry lasting nine years, Mr. Jenkins
resigned from the pastorate to take up an educational appointment.

NEW LIGHT AND A NEW ERA
By 1946 the war had ended, and members of Bethsda made

preparations for the new era. The church building was redecorated and
fluorescent elFtric lighting was installed to replace the gas lights.
Later in the year the fluorescent lighting was extended to the
schoolroom, and this installation was dedicated to the memory of Rev.
Owen Jones and Rev. A. 0. Hopkins.
   During 1946 also, the church invited Rev. J. Ivor James to become
the thirteenth pastor. Mr. James had held pastorates in Pembroke-
shire, and at Merchant's Hill Baptist Church, Pontnewynydd,
but for several years had served as a chaplain to His Majesty's
Forces. The new pastor at once endeared himself to the congregation.
He showed cheerful enthusiasm with the young, and a sympathetic
understanding of those in need of pastoral care. The attendance at the
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Sunday services remained consistently high, and during the first two
years of his ministry, Mr. James had the privilege of receiving 40
into the church by baptism, and 26 by restoration and letter.

To celebrate the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth in 1953, Bethesda
and the Mission Hall Sunday Schools held a united service during
which each scholar was presented with a Bible.

The population of Rogerstone was increasing quite rapidly at this
time, but many of the newcomers were attending no place of wor-
ship. This was a challenge the church was bound to accept. As a
result, in October, 1956, a special service was held when a large
congregation of members rededicated their lives to the service of
Christ. This was followed some time later by an organised visita-
tion of the homes of the district. In this way seeds were sown,
and some new contacts were made.

In May, 1958, Mr. James moved from Rogerstone to take up the
pastorate of Zion, Llanidloes. The good wishes of the church went
with him.

ACCEPTING A CHALLENGE
In September 1959 Rev. Emlyn Stephens B.A. was inducted as pastor.

Mr. Stephens had previously exercised successful ministries at Sengh-
enydd and Bargoed. He was also serving as secretary of the Mon-
mouthshire Welsh Baptist Association, and had the honour of being a
past president of the Christian Endeavour Union of Wales, and of the
English Assembly of the Baptist Union of Wales.

At a time when there appeared to be a general turning away from
organised religion, we, as a church, were pleased to welcome a powerful
preacher into our midst, and one who, as a leader, was not afraid to
break with tradition if it helped the church to witness more effectively.

Throughout his ministry Mr. Stephens encouraged the church to be
forward-looking and, as a result, two major building projects were initiated
and completed. These opened up new avenues for witness and service.

In 1963 Mr. Leslie Marshall was appointed as assistant lay pastor at
the Mission Hall and he served there until September
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1965 when Mr. Brynmor Jones M.A., B.D. took his place. In 1972 the
Mission Hall was demolished to make way for a new road and Bethesda
accepted the challenge of building a new branch church on the
housing estate nearby. So, on October 3rd 1970, Cefn Wood church
was officially opened. It is a compact, attractive and adaptable building
which has become the spiritual home for a small, loyal and caring
fellowship. Since 1976 Rev. Bryan Ford has been the assistant pastor at
Cefn Wood, and he and the fellowship are aware of the challenge that
the area presents.

The schoolroom at Bethesda was becoming inadequate for the de-
mands being placed upon it and so, in 1970, a new hall and car park were
built in Bethesda churchyard. Both have since proved to be invaluable.

A pipe organ was installed at Bethesda in 1963 at a cost of over £2,000,
and this instrument was used to accompany the singing on the first
Sunday of 1965, when a service, conducted by the pastor, was broad-
cast on the B.B.C. Welsh Home Service. This was the first of four
broadcast services from Bethesda - two on the B.B.C. Welsh Home
Service and two on the B.B.C. Overseas Service. In this way we
shared worship with a vast unseen congregation and the message of
Salvation went forth.

The church's contributions to the Sustentation Fund, Cardiff Baptist
College, the Baptist Missionary Society, Operation Agri and Christian
Aid were exceptionally good during the later part of Mr. Stephens'
ministry amounting to about £2,000 a year.

When Mr. Stephens retired in 1978 tribute was paid to the quality
of his preaching and leadership over 19 years. He had sustained a
sound teaching ministry and had been a good pastor to those in need.
We praise God that during his ministry 200 new members came into
the church through baptism, transfer and restoration. He also in-
spired his congregation to give generously for the extension of
Christ's kingdom on earth, and so, through direct giving, £20,000 was
raised for the building of the Cefn Wood church and Bethesda new hall.

Sadly Rev. Emlyn Stephens' retirement was short, for in August 1982
he died while on holiday in Tenby. He was mourned by Baptists, not
only in Gwent, but throughout Wales.

There were many changes in Bethesda between 1959 and 1978. The
number of members aware of strong family links with Bethesda's
past decreased. The local housing developments
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encouraged families from other parts of the country to settle in the area. It
seemed that a new church was emerging with a congregation drawn from a
greater variety of backgrounds and experience.

Towards the end of Mr. Stephens' pastorate it was a joy for the church to
learn that one, who had been brought up within the fellowship, had felt the call
to train for the full time ministry. Mr. Paul Bailey B.Mus. entered Regents
Park College Oxford as a mature student and then, in September 1979, was
inducted as pastor of St. Mary's Baptist Church, Norwich. His untimely death
in 1982, at the age of 43, shocked us all.

In July 1979 Rev. Kingsley Faulkner B.A. , B.D. began his ministry at
Bethesda. Mr. Faulkner had previously served as a major in the army and this
was his first pastorate after he completed ministerial training at Cardiff
Baptist College. Combined with his wide experience of the world we recog-
nised deep Christian commitment. His simple Bible-based preaching was
challenging and encouraging and during the whole of his ministry consistently
good congregations gathered, Sunday by Sunday, to hear the Word of God
expounded.

What a joy it was for pastor and people when, in 1983, Mr. Faulkner's
daughter Sharon, who had spent a year studying theology in Cardiff Universi-
ty, was accepted as a ministerial student at the Baptist College. We pray that
God will use her mightily in the days to come.

It was with a sense of sadness that the congregation received the news that
Mr. Faulkner wished to resign from the pastorate on March 31st 1984. In his
five years amongst us he received 50 new members into the church through
baptism and transfer and helped many more to grow spiritually. We pray that
God will continue to bless and use Mr. & Mrs. Faulkner in the future.

Mr. Llewelyn noted earlier in this volume that much has been written about
the ministers of the church. Let us remember too the loyal service of their
wives, as well as the devotion of countless worshippers throughout the years.

And what of the future? On Sunday 15th April 1984 Rev. Martin Hulbert
was invited to the pastorate of Bethesda and Cefn Wood. He accepted and so
we now look forward to September when he will open a new chapter in the
church's history. There will be changes in the future we feel sure, but it is our
prayer that as pastor and people we will seek to do God's Will, and that in the
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coming days there will still be a place for "Bethesda", the House of Mercy, in
the life of the community.

"For why? The Lord our God is good. His mercy is
for ever sure;
His truth at all times firmly stood, And shall
from age to age endure.

Parent Churches of Bethesda
LLANWENARTH HENGOED
BLAENAU GWENT, Abertillery
PEN-Y-GARN, Pontypool

Branch Churches of Bethesda

Chapel built Church
formed

LLYSFAEN (Lisvane) 1792 1831

CASTLETON 1804 1823

CHARLES ST., NEWPORT ... 1817 1813

MORIAH, RISCA 1818 1835

SILOAM, MACHEN 1821 1829

BETHEL, BASSALEG 1825 1831

ZOAR, HENLLYS 1836 1844

ARARAT, WHITCHURCH
(through Llysfaen)

1824 1829



38

Several hundred people attended the Induction service of Rev
Martin Hulbert in September 1984. Martin, Enfys, Tim and Andrew had
moved to Rogerstone from Crownhill in Plymouth. Having grown up in
Newport and previously been Pastor at Tabernacle Newbridge, Martin
knew the area well.The family soon settled in and involved themselves
in all the church activities.

During Martin's ministry, there was always a strong emphasis on the
importance of worship, Bible study and preaching seeking to show the
relevance of the Christian Gospel for today. Martin and Enfys shared a
special partnership in ministry. Enfys was able to give strong pastoral
and practical support having a vision for working with Mothers and
Toddlers, Sunday School and ladies groups. Martin had a special gift for
helping families in need and suffering bereavement. Many families and
individuals needing pastoral care both within the Fellowship and wider
community found help through his pastoral and counselling ministry.

Several 'special' events marked this ministry. In 1992 the Church celebrat-
ed 250 years of ministry and witness with special events throughout the year.
The Theme was 'A PLACE IN TIME,' with the Bible verse, 'I have placed before
you an open door that no one can shut.' (Revelation chapter 3 verse 8). The
events included concerts, a flower festival, an historical exhibition involving local
Schools and a village festival at the Welfare ground attended by 3000 people.

As the church continued to develop a strong community based outreach
programme it was realised that the facilities that had served the church
so well over so many years were very restrictive for the needs of the
modern era. After much prayer it was decided to take a huge step of faith
and move forward to build a new modern church with facilities that would
assist the community based  ministry, while also providing a worship
area that was 'open' and welcoming to those who would come along
from the community and for whom worship was a new experience.

This decision led to a long time of planning and overcoming tremen-
dous obstacles especially in seeking planning permission. Eventually
the way was opened to proceed. The new building was going to cost in
excess of £600,000. Through direct giving of the membership of Bethes-
da the money was provided and within a year of the completion of the
new building all outstanding debts were cleared!

Contributions to Missionary activities and projects were not affected
during this time but actually increased.

The new church was built alongside the old one and services contin-
ued in the old building until the new one was completed. The old church
was then demolished.

A NEW BARN AND A NEW CENTURY
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Sunday 24th November 1996 marked the last Sunday in the old building
while on Wednesday evening 27th November there was a special service in
the old building when at a given point the congregation moved from the old
to the new building and the service continued in the new building. There was
now A NEW BARN to take the church into the 21st century.There was a
special service of celebration on Sunday 1st December 1996 with the congre-
gation making a covenant promise.The church had a series of open days
during the following week for the community to look around the new building.

One change was to family services and Sunday School on Sunday morn-
ings. Congregations were sustained and grew as new people came to faith
in Christ and through believer's baptism became members of the Fellowship.
New houses continued to be built in the area and the church welcomed
members who had moved from other churches.

As the year 2000 dawned there was another opportunity to witness to the
community through a Bible and historical Exhibition. This created an opportunity
for local schools and large numbers of children and adults came to the exhibition.

During Martin's ministry the church was encouraged to look at leadership
and a move was made away from electing deacons to having ministry and
management teams supported by various enabling teams. This move em-
phasised the importance of team leadership, gifting for specific areas of ministry,
and especially through the enabling teams, the importance of the church function-
ing as a body of believers using their gifts in areas best suited to these gifts.

Towards the end of this ministry Cefn Wood Church suffered an arson
attack which meant their congregation worshipped at Bethesda while the
church was being repaired. The church has now reopened with plans to
extend the witness in that area.

After 24 years of ministry Martin shared with the church that he felt it was time
to draw this chapter to a conclusion and for a new chapter with a new Pastor to
begin. He accepted a call to a small church at Newton St Petrock in Devon.

A service of thanksgiving was held on Sunday 27th July 2008 when tributes
were made for a long, committed and sustained ministry. Martin and Enfys
expressed their grateful thanks for the privilege of ministry in Rogerstone
over so many years.

The church moves on into the 21st Century with new challenges and
new opportunities. There is need for the church to be relevant to every
generation and we pray that the witness at Bethesda which has been
there since 1742 will continue to grow from strength to strength. The
open door that has been placed before the church is still there.
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Rev Keith Glover

Bethesda welcomed Rev Keith Glover, Lynne and his family in

2009.Keith was inducted as pastor on 26 th September.He

had come to Rogerstone from Fivehead in Somerset.

Keith had come to faith as an adult and trained for the minis-

try at Spurgeon's College in London Coming from an un-

churched background he cared passionately about reaching

everyone with the Good News about Jesus

He said of himself "I am an encourager, easy going, a peo-

ple person and a good listener.

Keith would say of the Church, "It is the body of Christ

called to manifest Christ's presence in the world, displaying

his grace and compassion and social concern Although keith's

ministry was a short one he baptised and brought many

into Church membership . He also involved himself in vari-

ous church activities and youth work . His ministry ended in

December 2011
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Rev Mark Thomas

Rev Mark Thomas was inducted as Pastor for Bethesda and
Cefn Wood Church on 14th September 2013.Mark and Ruth had
moved to Rogerstone from Bridgend. Mark trained at South Wales
Baptist College in Cardiff. He had been serving as Senior Chaplain
in Ashfield prison and youth offenders institute in Bristol and
previously at Hope Baptist Church in Bridgend.

At his induction Mark made a covenant with the Church.
"Today I bring myself and the gifts I have, and I covenant to
serve and encourage his church and community: to respect and
care for you, to journey with you, to take responsibility among
you, to seek God with , to listen to God in you, and to work with
you to be Christ in this world."

In September 2014 Huw Stephens was inducted as Co-Pastor
to assist Mark in Pastoral work and support the work at Cefn
Wood. Bethesda and Cefn Wood would now come together as
one church with two congregations.

Helen Jones was also appointed as a part-time children and
youth worker.

Mark has a strong belief in Community and is keen to bring
the Church and community together.

A recent initiative is to have informal Sunday evening services
once a month to encourage people to come who might not
regularly attend

Mark has also introduced small House Groups . These offer
an opportunity for those who may not be able to attend the
regular Wednesday meeting

Mark is involved with the work of Street Pastors as a trainer
for the Ascension Trust.

At a time when many people no longer attend Church
Bethesda is very fortunate to still have good Sunday congrega-
tions and activities throughout the week for all ages
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There are groups of very committed people who week by
week work tirelessly to keep activities going.

A thought from a previous pastor

"A journey into the past can encourage you in the present. To
be able to recall things from the past is important as with the
passing of time these things can be forgotten. When all the
activities we are now involved in become a memory

may the Church never forget to come alongside and meet
the needs of each future generation."

Del
Typewriter
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